ON THE

TESTIMONY OF CONSCIENCE.

2 CORINTHIANS,  I.  12.     PART OF IT.

"------For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience."

HPHERE is no word more frequently in the mouths of
A men, than that of conscience, and the meaning of it is
in some measure generally understood : However, because it
is likewise a word extremely abused by many people, who
apply other meanings to it, which God Almighty never
intended; I shall explain it to you in the clearest manner I
am able. The word conscience properly signifies, that
knowledge which a man hath within himself of his own
thoughts and actions. And, because, if a man judgeth fairly
of his own actions by comparing them with the kw of
God, his mind will either approve or condemn him accord-
ing as he hath done good or evil; therefore this knowledge
or conscience may properly be called both an accuser and a
judge. So that whenever our conscience accuseth us, we
are certainly guilty; but we are not always innocent when it
doth not accuse us: For very often, through the hardness of
our hearts, or the fondness and favour we bear to ourselves,
or through ignorance or neglect, we do not suffer our con-
science to take any cognizance of several sins we commit.
There is another office likewise belonging to conscience,
which is that of being our director and guide; and the wrong
use of this hath been the occasion of more evils under the
sun, than almost all other causes put together. For, as
conscience is nothing else but the knowledge we have of
what we are thinking and doing; so it can guide us no
farther than that knowledge reacheth. And therefore God